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I’m pleased to say that there has been a spirited 
rekindling of education for a sustainable future 
at Cornish College over the past 12 months. As a 
school that grew rapidly from 200 to 700 students 
in just six years, it has been a challenge to ensure 
sustainability stays at the core of our educational 
practices. Our passionate and creative staff are always 
engaging our students in sustainability initiatives, 
and not a term goes by without an example of this.

The past 12 months have seen our Year 1 teachers, 
Samantha Millar and Alex Parrington, lead the 
way in nature pedagogy. They have presented at 
conferences and worked with the Cornish College 
staff to engage us all in the importance and value 
of learning in, with and from nature. It has been 
wonderful to see this boom in outdoor learning and 
greater use of our 100 acre (40 hectare) classroom. 

Enhancements to our 100 acres of natural parkland 
this past year have included the installation of 
beehives near our orchard. We lease the bees from 
a local beekeeper and currently have three hives: 
one with Italian bees and two with Carniolan bees. 
A group of Year 11 and 12 students is currently 
working on the marketing and distribution of our 
own Cornish honey. 

Our EcoCentre is in full flight, with an operating 
aquaponics system, guinea fowl, geese, ducks, new 
vegetable patches, worm farms, compost heaps and 
beautiful surrounds, all with a focus on re-using 
old materials. In March, our EcoCentre, managed 
by Cornish College groundsman Tom Humphreys, 
was announced as the winner at the 2018 Greater 
Dandenong Sustainability Awards in the Sustainable 
Community category. 

EMBEDDING SUSTAINABILITY INTO THE 
CORE OF OUR TEACHING

By Nicola Forrest

Deputy Principal Nicola Forrest discussing with students the latest developments in the Year 11 and 12 students’ pallet-upcycle 
garden project initiative. Photography: Michael Davis
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Keeping up the visible and tangible commitments 
to sustainability is not really the big challenge 
in educating for a sustainable future. The real 
challenge, I believe, lies in embedding sustainability 
into the core curriculum. The most powerful way 
we can educate for sustainability is to view our 
curriculum through sustainability as a conceptual 
lens. This takes us to a depth of understanding 
beyond, and adding value to, the experiential 
learning that take place in our 100 acres. We need to 
ensure that certain political agendas and competing 
priorities do not get in the way of what we, as 
educational leaders, believe is the moral imperative 
for schooling. 

It astounds me to think that there could be any 
talk of removing sustainability as a focus from the 
current Victorian Curriculum. But, schools can still 
make their own decision to view any and all of the 
curriculum through the lens of sustainability. That 
is the challenge we take on at Cornish College. We 
sort through the curriculum framework that we are 
responsible to – ‘the curriculum of the day’ as I’ve 
come to know it – we determine the critical content 
and we view it through the lens of sustainability. 
And, we will continue to do this in the firm belief 
that educating for a sustainable future is our moral 
purpose.

I am pleased to say that the recognition I received 
from EEV through my award for excellence in the 
formal education sector has really inspired me to 
step up and advocate more broadly for sustainability 
education. Since then I have presented at the 
Sustainable Futures conference at Melbourne Zoo, 
sharing with teachers how to embed the Sustainable 
Development Goals into the curriculum. Most 
recently, I presented on educating for a sustainable 
future at the national AHISA (Association of Heads 
of Independent Schools Australia) conference in 
Tasmania. The challenge I put to an audience of 
educational leaders from independent schools across 
the country was simple:

“Let us ensure we stop and take charge of 
what we are leading, learning and caring 
about. And, if it is not about contributing 
to a sustainable future in some way or 
another, let’s ask ourselves again and again 
and again: Education for what?”
 
If we can educate for a sustainable future, why 
wouldn’t we?

FURTHER INFORMATION

Nicola Forrest is deputy principal at Cornish College where 
her key focus is on leading innovative curriculum to meet the 
College’s vision of educating for a sustainable future.

nicola.forrest@cornishcollege.vic.edu.au

Cornish College 9781 9000

EcoCentre wins ‘Sustainable Community’ award  
https://www.cornishcollege.vic.edu.au/news/ecocentre-
wins-sustainable-community-award/ 

April Seymore, centre, with St Kilda Repair Cafe volunteers 
at the EcoCentre Photography: Divercity


